
































NUMBER LXI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuursvay, February the 28th, 1754. 





Ry Hovucu the following letters are 
written upon more ferious fubjects, 
and in a graver ftyle and manner 
than are common to this paper, 
which is profeffedly devoted to the 
ridicule of vice, folly and falfe tafte, 





yet as they are intended for public benefit, and may con- 
tain fome ufcful hints and informations, I fhall prefent 
them to my readers without farther preface. 
Te Mr. Firz-Apbdam. 
SiR, 
His Majefly having frequently recommended to his 


parliament to confider of proper means to put a ftop to 
the 


Tt 
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the numerous robberies and murders amongft us, I thal! 
want no apology for fending you my thoughts upon that 
fubject. Many perfons have been of opinion that fever- 
er punifhments were neceffary in thefe cafes; but 
conftant experience proves the contrary, and that the 
confequence is only making rogues more defperate, and 
thereby increafing the danger, inftead of providing for 
the fecurity, of honeft men. One thing only I think 
might fafely be done with refpe&t to punifhments, which 
is, that no criminal (except in very particular circum- 
ftances) who is clearly convicted, fhould efcape by 
tranfportation or otherwife. The lenity of the govern- 
ment fuffers this in hopes of an amendment ; but when 
the mind is once corrupted to fo great a degree, it is 
feldom capable of any virtuous fentiments ; and the cafe 
of fuch perfons is, that they generally return from 
tranfportation in a fhort time, and fall immediately into 
the fame company and profligate courfe of life as before. 
Such kind of pardons are confidered by rogues no other- 


wife than as giving them hopes of perpetrating their 


crimes with impunity ; and confequently muft produce 
a very bad effe¢t. Iam confirmed in this opinion by 
monfieur Secondat, who in his excellent treatife upon 
the Spirit or Laws, fays, “‘ That if we enquire into 
“«* the caufe of all human corruptions, we fhall find that 
«© they proceed from the impunity of crimes, and not 
‘‘ from the moderation of punifhments.” But then | 
muft add, that if the punifhment for’ robbery is made 
more certain, there ought to be a diftinction (unlefs 


hanging in chains is thought a fufficient one) between 


that and murder, left the robber feeing the punifhment 
the fame, and equally certain, may be tempted to kill, 
in order to his concealment. However, itis the bufinefs 


of 
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of every legiflature rather to make good regulations for 
preventing crimes, than to contrive punifhments for 
them. 

Tne ingenious Mr. Fielding, in a very fenfible 
pamphlet upon this fubject, attributes the number of 
robberies in a great meature to the luxury and extrava- 
gance of the nation: but it appears to me that thefe are 
only remoter caufes ; for though luxury and extravagance 
reign in all our principal towns, yet the robberies are 
chiefly in and about London; and even when they 
happen in the country, they are generally commited by 
rogues, who make excurfions out of London at fairs, 
horfe-races and other public meetings ; which clearly 
and evidently points out the true caufe of them to be the 
overgrown fize of London, affording infinite receptacles 
to fharpers, thieves and villains of all kinds. Our 
magiftrates have lately exerted themfelves with a very 
becoming fpirit, in fuppreffing houfes of gaming and 
debauchery ; but I am afraid the number of thefe houfes 
is fo great, that all their endeavours will not produce 
any confiderable benefit to the public. The buildings 
in London have been increafed prodigioufly within thefe 
thirty years; and the ill confequences of this increafe 
feem not to have been enough confidered ; but it is cer- 
tain that a large metropolis is the greateft evil in any 
country, and the fource and fountain of all the corrup- 
tion that is in it. It appears from the bills of mortality 
that the burials in London vaftly exceed the chriftenings, 
This annual furplus, fupplied in a great meafure from 
the feveral counties, isa continual drain upon the people, 
and an immenfe lofs to the nation: and I cannot help 


recommending it te thofe gentlemen who are for increaf- 


ing 
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ing the number of our people by a general na‘uralization. 
bill, to provide in the mean time for the fecurity and 
prefervation of thofe we have already. 

THE monftrous fize of our capitol is one great caufe 
of the exceflive luxury that prevails amongft us. The 
infinite numbers of people that refort hither, naturally 
rival each other in their tables, drefs, equipage, furniture, 
and in fhort, extravagances of all forts. Notwith{tand- 
ing the late neceflary regulations, a continual round of 
amufement and entertainment is invented for every day 
in the week ; and by this means the mind is kept in a 
conftant hurry and diffipation, and rendered unfit for 
any ferious employment. Can mothers of this turn, 
immerfed in vanity and folly, be fuppofed capable of 
any domeftic concerns ? What a profpect is here of the 
morals of the rifing age! And, what is worfe, this love 
of pleafure is carried into the country, and a general 
diffolutenefs fpreads itfelf through the whole kingdom. 
Hence it is that gentlemen even of fmall fortunes are 
impatient of the country, and crowd to the diverfions of 
London, contracting an expenfive tafte, and ruining 
their families. Nor is this love of pleafure confined only 
to genteel life ; the common people eafily follow the 
example of thofe above them; and as they have no fund 
to fupport them without labour, the confequence of 
idlenefs and extravagance, in them, is immediate poverty ; 
which neceffarily throws them into fharping, robbery, 
and all kinds of difhonefty. So that I believe it may 
truly be affirmed, that the luxury and corruption of any 
nation is juft in proportion to it’s wealth, and the large- 
nefs of it’s metropolis. 

Tuuanus tells us, that in the reign of Henry the 
fecond, there was an edict made to prohibit any buildings 
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. jn the fuburbs of Paris; and in queen Elizabeth’s time 
a bill paffed to prevent the increafe of London; but like 
other good laws, it foon grew obfolete and loft it’s 
effect. 

In what manner our metropolis may be reduced with- 
out injury to the proprietors of houfes and ground-rents, 
I do not pretend to determine; but it feems abfolutely 
neceflary that a ftop fhould be put to any farther building: 
and if befides this, the ruinous houfes in the back parts 
of the town, fuch as Hockley in the hole, &c. which 
are the grand receptacles for fharpers and pickpockets, 
and which might be purchafed at an eafy rate, were 
annually to be bought up, the materials fold, and the 
ground thrown into open fields, the town in a few years 
would be confiderably reduced, the health of the people 
very greatly improved, and the number of gamefters, 
thieves, lewd women, &c. gradually diminifhed. 

Iam &c. 


Jo Mr. Fitz-AvAmM. 
SrR, 


As you profefs not only to amufe but to inftruct ; and 
as the early grounding of youth in true fortitude and the 
love of their country are objects worthy of the moft fe- 
rious attention; give me leave to caution parents and 
guardians through your channel againft an evil they 
feem infenfible of, the evil of fending youths unac- 
quainted with the world, even raw from {fchgol, to 
French academies; where no fooner are they got toge- 
ther, than thofe who prefide in the councils of that 


kingdom, ever attentive to fow the feeds of diffention in 
thefe nations, detach a number of Irith officers, who 
by fpeaking our Janguage, and introducing thefe heed- 
lefs boys into the pleafures of the place, eafily infinuate 

themfelves, 
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themfelves into their good graces; and then, with no 
iefs art than judgment, gradually inftil into their vacant 
minds the poifons of popcery and disaffection. I fpeak 
by experience. If any one doubts the truth of this af- 
fertion, let him enquire into the prefent condition of a 
French academy in a neighbouring maritime province, 
where thefe meafures will be found to be at this 
hour warmly purfuing. Are there not other countries, 
countries of liberty, where the French tongue and the 
exercifes which contribute to fafhion the exteriors, are 
to be acquired with equal fuccefs ? Doubtlefs there are : 
and thofe parents, who by the advantage of their own 
education are capable of directing that of their children, 
never hazard them among thefe dangerous people, till 
by reading, travel, and an acquaintance with mankind | 
they are proof again{ft fuch unhappy impreffions, 

Ir the inferting this fhort letter faves but one Briton 
from perdition, you and I, Mr. Fitz-Adam, fhall not 
efteem it as an ufelefs precaution. 


I am, 
SIR, 


Your moft humble fervant. 
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